Apoptosis as a mechanism of autoimmune inflammation in human knee joint.
Apoptosis in the cartilage and synovial membrane of the knee joint in patients with rheumatoid arthritis was studied using the immunocytochemical TUNEL method. The degree of apoptosis correlated with the duration of inflammation. The process predominated in the chondroblast population, lymphocytic infiltration, and synovial membrane fibroblasts.